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s Hta’s trail 
renewal PrOGram 
is an effort to prioritize 

projects on the SHT so we 
do the right things right and 
do them first: repair and 
replace built structures that 
endanger trail users; repair or 
reroute the Trail to minimize 
or eliminate damage to soil 
and water resources by trail 
users; and keep our generous 
landowners (private and 
public) happy by promptly 
addressing problems they see 
with the SHT on the land they 
own or manage.

So, for example, wobbly 
wooden stream crossings and 
sagging board walk will get 
our attention first: they both 
are threats to safety and to 
the land and water. And an 
example of our acting on a 
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prize of the future resiliency 
of the SHT, but we can’t and 
don’t ignore those pesky, 
persistent issues of downed 
trees, parking lot potholes, 
wobbly trail head signs, and 
loaded latrines.

Thanks for telling us about 
issues on the Trail as you 
encounter them. We do our 
best to keep up. And we thank 
the scores of volunteers who 
pitch in on projects large  
and small; there would be  
no functioning SHT  
without them.

landowner’s wishes is near 
the Pincushion overlook, near 
Grand Marais. The U.S. 
Forest Service, in concert 
with the local ski club, urged 
us—and are enabling us—to 
build a new 2.5-mile section 
of the SHT that gets us off a 
cross-country ski trail. Win-
win: hikers don’t mess up the 
groomed ski trail in winter and 
they get a new piece of trail 
strictly dedicated to running 
and hiking.

These issues—from the 
tiny (beat-up sign) to the 
major (rock slide) have been 
years in the making and they 
will be years in the fixing.  
The Trail Renewal Program 
helps us keep our eyes on the 
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